
 
 

February 2024 

Commodore’s Corner, Zack Lawson  

 

Ahoy, Sailors! Spring Sails In with Winter Pursuit Race! 

Last weekend, our sailing club came alive with excitement as we took to the wintry waters for a 

pursuit race! Picture this: colorful sails dotted the horizon as sailors vied for position in the chilly 

breeze. 

In the midst of the competition, a playful gust of wind gave a struggling boat a boost, much to the 

amusement of all. It was a reminder that even nature enjoys a good laugh now and then. 

But what truly warmed our hearts was seeing sailors of all ages coming together, bound by their love 

for the sea and the thrill of the race. As we welcome spring and look forward to sunnier days ahead, 

let's cherish the camaraderie that makes our sailing club feel like home. Smooth sailing, everyone! 

 

Zack Lawson Commodore, BCSA 

Vice Commodore, Matt Birkbickler  

 



Ahoy, Sailors! 

As we navigate through the chilly waters of February, it's time to warm up and a recap of our recent escapades at the 
sailing club. I'm your Vice Commodore, and if you haven't heard my name yet, well, that's okay. 

Let's kick things off with a hearty round of applause for surviving the first Frostbite Series race! While no one broke any 
speed records, we did manage to keep Pat away from any bridge—a monumental feat, if you ask me. Rumor has it the 
course was nowhere near the bridge, but Pat was nowhere near to course, so there’s that. 

Mystery Night and Soup Social—a night where clues were as plentiful as the ladleful of soup. Congratulations to Jeff, 
Carol, and Emma for unravelling the mystery! I must admit, I'm still trying to figure out how they deduced the culprit 
from a spilled bowl of cheeseburger soup, but that's a mystery for another night. 

In other news, it seems our beloved Hobby Bravo is taking a well-deserved vacation at the repair shop. Don't worry, 
little dinghy, we'll have you sailing again in no time! 

Now, onto the less glamorous—but equally important—matters: volunteer opportunities. Yes, I'm looking at you, fellow 
sailors! We need all hands-on deck for boat maintenance, Inventory, and clean-up duty. From scrubbing Catalina 22s 
top to bottom to giving our committee boat a much-needed spa day, there's a task for everyone. And let's not forget 
about the poor Sunfish dinghies—those little guys could use some TLC too. We need someone to assemble and take an 
inventory of sails, hulls, and a parts replacement list. If you're feeling extra adventurous, we even have a motor 
replacement project that could use your expertise. Just think of it as a “General  Recall” for our boat—only this time, 
we're swapping out engines instead of a race committee. 

For those brave souls willing to embark on these noble journeys, please reach out to Matt Brickbichler. And remember, 
the more the merrier! 

As we bid adieu to February and set our sights on warmer waters, let's keep the laughter flowing and the sails billowing. 
After all, it's not just about the destination—it's about the hilarious mishaps and unforgettable memories we make 
along the way. 

Until next time, may your jokes be as cheesy as a bowl of soup at Mystery Night. 

Fair winds, 

Matt Birckbichler Vice Commodore, Chief Soup Connoisseur, and Bridge Avoidance Specialist 

 

Treasurer and Membership Chair,  

Elizabeth Starnes 
Thanks to those who have renewed memberships or joined BCSA as new members this year. For 
those who have not, we ask that dues be paid by February 1 each year. After that the door code 
will be changed. We have a new Commodore and new officers with lots of activities planned for the 
year. I hope you will send in your membership dues - only $150 - and take advantage of all the club 
has to offer.  
Checks can be mailed to BCSA -100 Browns Creek Rd - Guntersville, AL 35976; put cash or check in 
the lock box by the door; or with PayPal - $155 for processing fee. If paying with PayPal, be sure to 
include an email so we can put you on our list for the newsletter and information on upcoming events. 
PayPal: brownscreekmembership@gmail.com 

 
We’re off to a great start this year with 54 members. I hope everyone takes advantage of all the club has to 
offer.  

 

mailto:brownscreekmembership@gmail.com


 

 
Elizabeth Starnes Photo 

 
Ed Note: Our esteemed Treasurer is in Key Largo. She did take a few minutes out of her travel itinerary 
to send us the newest membership count! Although of few words, she hit the major point. BCSA has lots of 
offer. It’s a great deal. Access to all the Clubhouse, the Dinghy’s and Keelboats, the Parties, the instruction, and 
the camaraderie of all the members are well worth the fee. I’ve noticed in the past a lot of our members form 
lifelong relationships due to their participation.         

   
      

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Race Chair, Chris Edwards  

               Notice of Race 

  
 
 

Celebrate St. Patrick's Day with us on March 16th, kicking off at 5pm, right after the 
Pints and Patties Regatta! Enjoy live music by Hard on the Chickens from 6:30pm to 
8:30pm. Don't forget to bring some pints for sharing. We'll be serving up a feast of 
patty melts and a variety of side dishes. Make sure to dress in green and join us for 
an evening filled with festivity and joy.  See the schedule of events below in the 
NOR. 
  

Notice of Race 

February 17, 2024 

St. Patrick's Day Regatta 2024 
The race shall be governed by the World Sailing Rules of Racing 2021-2024. The 
2014 Portsmouth Handicapping System shall be employed to handicap this event 
with wind, spinnaker, prop, and headsail adjustment factors. All Sailing Yachts shall 
be eligible for entry and shall be handicapped accordingly. Skippers meeting at 
10:00 at BCSA clubhouse, 105 Browns Creek Rd. Guntersville, AL. Races warning 
signal to be made at approximately 11:00 in the region of Lower Guntersville Light 
(LGL). We are following the standard BCSA Sailing Instructions, which are located 
on BCSA's website. Expected Fleets: Dinghy, Keelboat and Cruiser. 
  
Schedule of Races: Three Races are scheduled, however one race will constitute a 
regatta. No races will be started after 16:00 on Saturday.  No throw outs.  
  
Schedule of Events: 

Saturday 
March 16th: 

09:00 Registration Opens  
10:00 Registration Closes 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/105+Browns+Creek+Rd.+Guntersville,+AL?entry=gmail&source=g
https://bcsa.msnd41.com/tracking/lc/47e3f989-ea61-476a-a919-229532602606/5d3e9413-deae-445c-9ec1-badbb81b7e0f/9c8c1135-f4ec-4b18-ae43-cd1c0bc0d5cc


11:00 Committee Meeting 
12:00 First Race in vicinity of LGL 
16:00 No Race Begins afterward  
17:00 Dinner 
18:00 Awards  
18:30 After Party with live music by "Hard on the Chickens". 

Sunday 
March 17th: 

Alternate Day to Race if Saturday's weather is a bust with the same 
schedule. Social will happen on Saturday no matter the weather. 

  
Trophies: Will be awarded to the top three skippers and crew of each fleet. 
  
Fees: Regatta Entry $25.00 - includes one dinner Additional Dinner – Patty Melts & 
Sides $10.00 each 
  
Classes: Race committee has sole discretion to move any boat to any class and to 
combine classes, this shall not be grounds for protest or redress. 
  
Registration:  https://nextsailor.com/app/page/regatta/638 
  
Dinner RSVP Only: https://brownscreeksailingassociation.org/wordpress/ppec-
products/pints-patties-st-patrick-day-dinner/ 
  
Contact: Chris Edwards 
 

 

 

https://nextsailor.com/app/page/regatta/638
https://bcsa.msnd41.com/tracking/lc/47e3f989-ea61-476a-a919-229532602606/15c285db-93f4-4b34-b016-2be00bdb8abe/9c8c1135-f4ec-4b18-ae43-cd1c0bc0d5cc/
https://bcsa.msnd41.com/tracking/lc/47e3f989-ea61-476a-a919-229532602606/15c285db-93f4-4b34-b016-2be00bdb8abe/9c8c1135-f4ec-4b18-ae43-cd1c0bc0d5cc/


 
Event Race Type RC PRO RC Assistant Day Start Date End Date 

Racing 101 Part 1 Class     Saturday 3/2/2024 10:00 AM 
Frostbite Series 1 Race #3 Pursuit     Sunday 3/3/2024 2:00 PM 

St. Patrick's Day Regatta Buoy Chris Edwards 
Sherri Walls, Eric 
Jackson Saturday 3/16/2024 1:00 PM 

Racing 101 Part 2 Class     Saturday 3/23/2024 10:00 AM 

Spring Series Race #1 Buoy Susan Wilson 
Linda Pope, Steven 
Harrigan Sunday 3/24/2024 3:00 PM 

Spring Series Race #2 Pursuit     Sunday 4/7/2024 3:00 PM 
Swap The Tiller Regatta @ 
BCSA       Saturday 4/13/2024 1:00 PM 

Spring Series Race #3 Buoy Ed Hurst 
Andrew McDowell, 
David Carstens Sunday 4/14/2024 3:00 PM 

Spring Series Race #4 Pursuit     Sunday 4/21/2024 3:00 PM 

Guntersville Cup@LGSC Buoy     Friday & Saturday 4/19/24-4/20/24 TBD 
Spring Series Race #5 Buoy Chris Edwards Jeffery Wilson Sunday 4/28/2024 3:00 PM 
Spring Series Race #6 Pursuit     Sunday 5/5/2024 3:00 PM 

Mayor's Cup Buoy 
Dave Ellis, T 
Willson Allyson Lewter Saturday 5/18/2024 12:00 PM 

Spring Series Race #7 Buoy Susan Moser Bruce Mitchell Sunday 6/2/2024 3:00 PM 
Swap The Tiller Regatta @ 
LGSC       Saturday 6/8/2024 1:00 PM 
Spring Series Race #8 Pursuit     Sunday 6/9/2024 3:00 PM 

Animal Cracker Regatta Buoy Greg Bennett 
Mark Proctor, Donnie 
George Saturday 6/22/2024 1:00 PM 

Spring Series Race #9 Pursuit     Sunday 7/14/2024 3:00 PM 
Spring Series Race #10 Pursuit     Sunday 7/21/2024 3:00 PM 
Fall Series Race #1 Buoy Andy Myrick Keith Hall Sunday 7/28/2024 3:00 PM 
Fall Series Race #2 Pursuit     Sunday 8/4/2024 3:00 PM 
Fall Series Race #3 Buoy David Chadwick Bea Picou Sunday 8/11/2024 3:00 PM 
Fall Series Race #4 Pursuit     Sunday 8/18/2024 3:00 PM 
Fall Series Race #5 Buoy Matt Birckbichler Jenn Birckbichler Sunday 8/25/2024 3:00 PM 
Fall Series Race #6 Pursuit     Sunday 9/8/2024 3:00 PM 
Fall Series Race #8 Buoy Zack Lawson Julie Lawson Sunday 9/15/2024 3:00 PM 
Fall Series Race #9 Pursuit     Sunday 9/22/2024 3:00 PM 



TVCC Buoy Butch Starnes 
Elizabeth Starnes, 
Ken Atchison 

Friday, Saturday & 
Sunday 9/27/2024 3:00 PM 

Fall Series Race #10 Pursuit     Sunday 10/6/2024 3:00 PM 
Fall Series Race #11 Pursuit     Sunday 10/13/2024 3:00 PM 

Great River Race Buoy Monty Williams Pat Upton Saturday & Sunday 10/19/2024 10:00 AM 

Halloween Regatta Buoy Ed Hurst 
Margaret Hurst, 
Dallas Mayo Saturday 10/27/2024 1:00 PM 

Frostbite Series 2 Race #1 Pursuit     Sunday 11/3/2024 2:00 PM 
Frostbite Series 2 Race #2 Pursuit     Sunday 11/17/2024 2:00 PM 
Frostbite Series 2 Race #3 Pursuit     Sunday 12/8/2024 2:00 PM 



 

Education Chair, Susan Wilson 
BCSA Sailing 101 Spring Class  

Launches from North Alabama Sailing Marina 

Guntersville, AL  

 

April 27, 28, May 4, 5, 2024 

 

➢ Class meets 10 am- 4 pm Saturdays and 1 pm-4 pm Sundays 

➢ Saturday schedule: 10 am- noon classroom sailing basics 

                                     Noon- lunch on the deck 

                                              1pm- 4 pm sailing training on helm and crew                 

                                      with instructor on board  

➢ Sunday schedule:    1 pm- 4 pm sailing training on helm and crew                                                                  

                                        with instructor on board 

➢ Students need to attend all four days of instruction and bring a 

          Type III life vest 

➢ $250/$350 couple, class fee includes 2024 BCSA membership 

Class size is limited 

Message Susan Wilson on Facebook  

Send check payable to BCSA to Susan Wilson, 100 Browns 

Creek Road, Guntersville, AL 35976 

 



 
 

BCSA Education: 
 

Sailing 101- BCSA Sailing 101 Class is April 27, 28, May 4, 5. This is always a well-attended class and it 

fills up fast. It’s early January as I write this, and we already have six students signed up. The class limit is 12 

students. If you know someone that is interested have them sign up soon by messaging me on Facebook or 

email me. 

Before class we need members to get the boats and clubhouse ready for our new sailors. We will get this 

started in March. Some of the jobs you can help with are: 

Clean BCSA clubhouse, clean club Catalina 22’s inside and out, check boats rigging and motors, and help 

with the graduation social. VC Matt Birckbichler will coordinate the boat prep and Jennifer will coordinate 

the social. Let us know what you would like to help with. 

 

Youth Sailing-Sailing Parents: Let me know if you can help with some Youth Sailing training. I’m looking 

for calendar dates that would work for our middle school aged BCSA sailors. We have five Open Skiffs and 

Seven Sunfish available. Message me through Facebook or email me. We will need parents to help with 

rigging and chase boats. 

 

Racing Seminar-Want to start racing but don’t know where to begin? Want to improve your starting 

tactics? While the skies are dark and cold let’s start off the year discussing four 

seminars put out by North U through American Sailing. North U says: “This series of 

four online classes teach the strategy and tactics you need to turn your speed into a 

podium finish.” I’m in! 

I’m planning this to be an open forum: discuss tactics, ask questions. Any level of 

racer/crew are welcome, from novice to experienced winner. 

March 2, 1 pm 

Session 1: Starting Strategy and Tactics / Upwind Strategy and Tactics 

 

March 23, 1pm 

Session 2: Mark Roundings, Finishing and Rules/ Downwind Strategy and Tactics 

 

 

Captain Susan Wilson 



Cruise Chair, Mark Proctor  
 

 
 

Ed Note: Our esteemed Cruise Committee has got a new boat. This Hunter Giant something, rumored to 

be fast, is consuming all his time. He has hinted at a cruise next month. 

 

 

Social Chair, Jennifer Birkbickler  
 

 

The February social event was a hit, featuring eight types of soup and an exciting mystery game. 
Attendees enjoyed bonding over delicious soups,  and immersing themselves in the thrilling mystery 
plot. With the culprit eventually revealed, the atmosphere shifted to one of shared triumph and 
camaraderie. The event highlighted the importance of community and left everyone eagerly 
anticipating future gatherings. 
 
Come on out for our next social march 16th for St. Patty’s pints and patty melts. More info to be 
emailed soon.  
 
Jennifer Birckbichler Social Chair 



 

 

Secretary, Ed Hurst   
 

We’ve had a good start to the new year. We had the RC class, two pursuit races, and 3 parties. 

  
 This year we have a new RC officer, Chris Edwards, who is enthusiastic and has provided an active, 

and somewhat novel, schedule for the racers. Lots of Racing! The schedule along with committee assignments 

is attached. 



 
Houston Bridge, Michael Kirkpatrick photo 

 

 

 
 

Virgin Islands 
 

From the last issue of the Drifter, I had a short story about Margaret and I chartering a Bareboat Jeanneau 370 

in the BVI back in October. It’s typically every sailors dream to do the BVI or the Bahamas. The Bahamas is 

closer, but you have to cross the Gulf Stream and I don’t believe the Abacos, the outer Island sailing area has 

recovered from the Hurricane. I did the Bahamas in 1982, I flew into Marsh Harbor and spent 10 days on a 40 

Ft monohull. It was fun, but not the BVI. 

 

We’ve been talking about going back possibly setting up a flotilla if there is any interest.  But this is by no 

way the first visit of a BCSA sailor to the BVI. Dave Carstens kept a Jeanneau there and sailed extensively 



among the Islands. 

 

But also, back in 1997, BCSA sailors had a group flotilla whereas they chartered several large boats. I think 

there were around 30 sailors participating. Unfortunately, without me! 

 

I’ve included a past drifter, (may1997) in the back which has a couple of articles by Bill Stevens and Amy 

Gonzales. Amy was the event coordinator. Typically, this person gets their charter, at least part, at a discount 

or free. Sounds good until you consider you have to herd all these “A” type cats. We would need another 

Amy. 

 

I think we should go again, somewhere in 2025/2026 not in Hurricane Season- June -November. Incidentally 

Lobster season opens 1st of November and the Trades start, (20-25 knots). 

 

Interested? Think about it and let us know. 

 

 
Note: The Virgin Islands (USA) is not shown on this map. The Distance between the western end of Tortola, Little 

Thatch key and Norman Island, is only about a mile. 

 



 
Ed-I see all the Youtube sailors drinking Caribe Beer.  

But I noticed the locals, and I, seem to prefer Red-Stripe - from Jamica mon! 

 
 



   
 

Note: this has nothing to do with any content. Of interest, at least to the editer, because it’s a double ended Vang. 

This is seen on a lot of Dinghy’s so that you can control the mainsail twist from the weather rail. This if helpful so 

that you can controll the sail while keeping your weight out. 

 
 

Don Moser set up a nifty local weather site at the Marina. 

 First navigate to northalabamasailing.com site. 

 Click the Current Weather Conditions. 

 



 
  

This will bring you to the weather page which has a lot of 

information 

So now while you’re slaving away at work you can see the 

current conditions at the lake just in case you need a mental 

health break. 

Thanks Don! 

 

2024 Board and Committee Chairs 

 

 

 
Officer 

 
Position 

Officers 
Flag 

 
E-mail 

 

 

Zack Lawson 

 
 

Commodore 

 

 

 
 

Zack@skiersmarine.com 

 
Matt Birckbichler 

 
Vice-Commodore* 

 

 

 
mattyb8562@gmail.com  

 

Ed Hurst 

 

Secretary* 

 

 

 

Shenanigans770@gmail.com 

mailto:Zack@skiersmarine.com
mailto:Shenanigans770@gmail.com


 
 

Elizabeth Starnes 

 
 

Treasurer* 

 

   

 
 

estarnes245@gmail.com 

 
 

Chris Edwards 

 
 

Race Committee 

 

   

 
 

chris@edwards.pub 

 
 

Pat Upton 

 
 

Member at Large* 

 

  

 
 

patrickupton@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

Jeff Wilson 

 
 

Webmaster 

 

 

 
 

jeffrey.wilson007@gmail.com 
 

 

Mark Proctor 

 

Cruise Committee 

 

 

 

MSProctor2003@yahoo.com 
 

 
Jenifer 

Birckbichler 

 

 
Social Committee 

 

    

 

 
JABirckbichler@gmail.com 

 

 
Susan Wilson 

 

 
Education Chair 

 

       

 

 
suhurwil@gmail.com 

 

` *Voting Member 

 

Our Dockmaster, Dallas, has been dreaming up an event to get 

people sailing. Details are sketchy at this time but this is what I think I 

heard:  
The Great 2024 Sail Challenge 

 

The purpose is to get people out sailing at least once every month. 

 

You must leave the Marina and raise your sails at least once every month. 

 

There will be a logbook (Float Plan) to log your trip. You must sign the log book 

and keep all required safety equipment for you and your guest. The 

commencement of this has been postponed till February. So that if you went 

sailing January or February I guess you’re in. 

 

$20/Year to buy recognition and wacky awards at the end of the year. 

 

 

  

 

Ed. Note; I’m not sure what nonsense this entails, But BCSA has no liability in the 

event-expressed or implied. 

 

 

mailto:estarnes245@gmail.com
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mailto:.wilson007@gmail.com
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Our ex-Commodore, His Excellency-Pat Upton seen here in his winter attire “dressed ship” for Margaret and my wedding.  

Marine Signal flags, each corresponding to a letter are easy to read.  

If you can spell your name and you know the Racing Signals you can read them. 

I’ve got a free beer for the first six people who can tell me the message. 


